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 America has always been a country and a people that are looking forward.  
However, in recent decades there has been a growing desire and push to acknowledge 
and preserve our past.  The recent boom in the preservation construction industry is 
one of the best examples of this new trend.  While working as a project manager for 
Aeon Preservation Services LLC, Nicholas Patrick completed his Masters’ Degree in 
Historic Preservation at the University of Georgia.  As the capstone to his educational 
career, Nick completed his thesis entitled, “Preservation Construction: Design-Build 
versus Design-Bid Build”. Nick’s thesis analyzes two project delivery systems, design-
build and design-bid-build within the context of two projects he worked on while with 
Aeon, the restoration of original cast iron canopies at The Department of Veterans 
Affairs building and the stone façade restoration at the National Gallery of Art West 
Building.  Both of the project delivery systems were originally intended only for new 
construction, but Nick works to determine their applicability and appropriateness within 
the context of preservation construction. 

Nick’s life is in many ways a microcosm of the American dichotomy that is the 
past versus the future.  At only 29, Nick has practically spent a lifetime working in 
construction.  At age 10 he began helping his father, Terry Patrick, an engineer, 
architect and builder himself, with new home construction projects that were exclusively 
of modern and postmodern design.  However his mother Janie Patrick, an antiques 
dealer, had just as much an effect on Nick. She bestowed upon him a knowledge and 
appreciation of history that rivals his love of the new and cutting edge in design and 
construction techniques.  It is therefore no surprise that Nick’s thesis addresses the 
difficulties of applying established project delivery systems to the new and growing field 
of preservation construction.  Nick states it best in this excerpt from his thesis: 

 Despite sharing project delivery systems, restoration, conservation, preservation 
and rehabilitation of historic buildings differ from new construction. Many project 
components are unique to preservation construction and can often be difficult for 
inexperienced designers, contractors and clients. These unique factors include: 
research and documentation, hazardous materials, unforeseen conditions, 
archaic and obsolete materials and construction, preconstruction investigation, 
realistic budgeting, detailed specifications, space limitations for utilities, extended 
maintenance plans, and most importantly preservation guidelines such as The 
Americans with Disabilities Act and The Secretary of the Interiors Standards for 
the Treatment of Historic Properties. 

Having established the numerous differences that exist between new and 
preservation construction, Nick asserts that there are five considerations that should 
influence the selection of the delivery system for a project: budget, design, schedule, 
risk assessment, and the owner’s level of expertise.  Based upon these variables, he 



concludes that both delivery systems are applicable to preservation construction but 
that the determination of which to use should be made on a case by case basis. 

Aeon Preservation Services LLC is proud to have Nick Patrick as an employee.  
Nick’s love of history and knowledge of the cutting edge in construction and restoration, 
combined with his formal education and field experience, make him perfect for helping 
us achieve our mission to provide high quality technical preservation services with one 
objective: to bridge the gap between building owners, architects, and contractors in the 
pursuit and execution of high quality preservation projects at unique, historic, and iconic 
buildings and monuments nationwide.   

Nick’s full thesis should be available online soon at University of Georgia Electronic 
Theses and Dissertations http://dbs.galib.uga.edu/cgi-bin/getd.cgi?userid=galileo&serverno=14&instcode=publ&_cc=1 
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